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Automatic Voter 
Registration  
 
Voter registration should be a simple, seamless, and secure process for every eligible 
citizen. That’s why the Let NY Vote coalition is pushing the state legislature to pass 
automatic voter registration (AVR) this session. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHAT IS AVR? 

AVR makes two simple yet transformative changes to voter registration: 

1. Eligible citizens who interact with government agencies – like the DMV 
and the Department of Health – are registered to vote or have their 
existing registration information updated, unless they decline. No one is 
required to register. 

2. Those agencies transfer voter registration information electronically to 
election officials. 

AVR INCREASES VOTER PARTICIPATION 

By making voter registration opt-out, instead of opt-in, AVR increases 
registration rates and encourages citizens to participate in our elections. 
Automatic registration has already proven successful in Oregon, the first state to 
adopt it. The new system quadrupled the registration rate at Oregon’s DMV, and 
nearly 100,000 automatic registrants cast ballots in 2016. In Georgia, more than 
500,000 registration applications were forwarded in the first 4 months of 2017. 
 
AVR SAVES MONEY 

Electronically transferring information means less paper and lower mailing costs. 
Election officials no longer need to enter voters’ handwritten responses, making their 
jobs easier and reducing typos on the voter rolls.  
 
AVR MAKES ELECTIONS MORE SECURE AND EFFICIENT 

AVR keeps the voter rolls more accurate, since voters update their registration 
information (like their address) as they go about their daily lives interacting with 
state agencies. This prevents confusion on Election Day on limits the risks associated 
with inaccurate rolls. 
 
12 STATES HAVE AVR. NEW YORK SHOULD BE NEXT 

Since 2015, 12 states and DC have approved AVR. Those embracing the policy 
include red and blue states like Georgia and Vermont, and big and small states like 
California and Rhode Island. In Illinois, the state’s Republican governor signed a bill 
that the Democratic-controlled legislature passed unanimously. With such broad 
support for AVR, there’s no reason New York shouldn’t join the trend.

 

What Is Let NY Vote? 
Let NY Vote is a statewide coalition of grassroots groups, established organizations, 
and everyday citizens fighting to modernize New York's elections. Our goal is to pass 
simple solutions to improve our elections and make registering and voting more 
accessible for all eligible New Yorkers. 

 

√ Early Voting √ Automatic Voter Registration √ Flexibility to Change Party √ Pre-registration at 16 and 17 √ Restore Voting to People on Parole 
Visit LetNYvote.org to find out how you can help build the movement. 

https://letnyvote.org/

