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STATEMENT 
 

MAYOR WALSH URGES STATE LEGISLATURE  

TO ENACT EARLY VOTING 

 

Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh issued this statement today in support of early voting in New York 

State: 

 

“Syracuse and Central New York have a long history at the forefront of movements to protect 

individual freedoms and expand voting opportunities, from the abolitionists responsible for the 

Jerry Rescue to the suffragists who fought for women’s voting rights. In keeping with this record 

of leadership, I urge the New York State Legislature to adopt Early Voting and to help fund it 

through the New York State budget, alleviating the burden on local governments.  

 

The modern world is busier than ever with people working multiple jobs, single parents 

balancing work and child care, and longer work hours. The hardworking people of Syracuse and 

all of New York State should not have to choose between their jobs and voting. A single day of 

voting is no longer sufficient. Urban communities like Syracuse have a disproportionate number 

of voters who are seniors, disabled, and economically disadvantaged. 

 

As an independently elected Mayor, I wholeheartedly lend my support to Early Voting 

legislation. The City of Syracuse and New York State have lagged behind the rest of the country 

in voter turnout, with New York consistently being ranked near the bottom. We need voting 

reforms like Early Voting to help combat the trend of lower voter turnout. 

 

I applaud Governor Cuomo’s inclusion of Early Voting in his budget and urge members of the 

New York State Assembly and Senate to implement Early Voting as soon as possible and to fund 

this legislation in this year’s New York State budget.” 
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