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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF A5367 BEFORE THE 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS COMMITTEE    

 
SPONSOR:      Assembly Member O’Donnell 
BILL NUMBER:      A5367 (same as S0960, Comrie) 
TITLE OF BILL:      AN  ACT to amend the election law and the correction law, in relation to 
                                     voting by convicted felons 
PROVISIONS:  Relates to voting and registration for voting by convicted felons; provides such 
convicted felons may vote if such person's maximum sentence of imprisonment has expired, or such person is 
serving a term of parole, presumptive release, conditional release or post-release supervision. 
DATE:                        April 24, 2018 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Let NY Vote coalition supports the above referenced legislation that would restore voting rights to individuals who 
have been released to community supervision from incarceration as the result of a state felony conviction. This legislation 
would require the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision and local jails to provide voter registration 
forms to citizens upon release from prison or jail. The legislation would also mandate that the Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervision notify each person serving a period of community supervision that their voting rights have 
been restored.  

This week, the Governor issued an executive order that would pardon individuals on parole and grant them their right to 
vote. Although we applaud the Governor for taking the lead on this issue, an executive order pardoning parolees is a 
stopgap method to restore voting rights. Legislation is necessary to ensure permanent change and so that there is no lag 
time between the Governor signing the commutation and persons on parole receiving a notification that they are now 
eligible to vote. This lag could potentially prevent individuals from having the opportunity to vote in primary or general 
elections. Legislation is needed to ensure that there is no wait time from being released on parole and being informed your 
right to vote has been restored.  

New Yorkers on parole should be encouraged to become fully engaged members of their community. Voting is a right 
provided by our state constitution, not a privilege. It doesn’t end once aa person has served their time and rejoined their 
community. Restoring voting rights to people on parole is one of Let NY Vote’s priorities for the 2018 legislative session. 

Nearly 35,000 New Yorkers are prevented from voting in New York elections, despite raising families & paying taxes.  
Re-enfranchising people helps both the individual and the community. People who vote after release from supervision are 
half as likely to be rearrested. The current state of the law disproportionately disenfranchises Black and Latino New 
Yorkers, 3/4 of those on parole. One out of 24 black voters are disenfranchised in New York versus 1 out of 121 New 
Yorkers overall. Sixteen states and D.C. restore voting rights immediately after incarceration.  

Let NY Vote is a statewide coalition of grassroots groups and legacy organizations working together to modernize NY's 
voting laws. Our mission is to ensure that common-sense solutions are passed to protect and expand the freedom to vote 
for every eligible New Yorker.  

Please contact Susan Lerner, Common Cause/NY at (212) 691-6421, Sean Morales-Doyle, The Brennan Center at 
(646) 292-8363  or Isabel Zeitz-Moskin, National Action Network at (646) 380-2171, with any questions. 

 


