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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF A9609 BEFORE THE 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS COMMITTEE    

 
SPONSOR:      Assembly Member Lavine  
BILL NUMBER:      A9609 (same as S1661, Carlucci) 
TITLE OF BILL:     AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to voter pre-registration 
PROVISIONS: Related to voter pre-registration and education on voter  pre-registration 
DATE:                        April 24, 2018 

 

The Let NY Vote coalition strongly supports the above referenced legislation which would allow 16 and 17-
year-olds to pre-register to vote with the county board of elections in which they reside. Pre-registered voters 
turning 18 retain their eligibility to vote and, upon review of their county board, would automatically be 
registered without having to submit any additional paperwork.  

Voter registration among young people is much lower than other age groups.  Pre-registration of 16 and 17-
year--olds is designed to help address this deficit. This legislation will enable young people to pre-register to 
vote when they first obtain a driver’s permit or license with the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles and 
become part of the DMV’s intake process which integrates voter registration and motor vehicle processes. A 
significant number of people have their first interaction with the DMV when they are 16. Pre-registration allows 
registration forms to be completed at a convenient time for the individual rather than making them return to the 
board of elections, the DMV, or another agency when they reach voting age.  This bill would also facilitate 
voter registration efforts coordinated through the high schools, which many schools already do to pre-register 
students who will turn 18 by the next general election.   

We are particularly supportive of the provision which encourages collaboration between county boards of 
education and boards of elections to encourage pre-registration in the schools. Getting young people involved in 
the electoral process early is important so that their voting participation becomes routine before they attend 
college or enter the workforce. This legislation will ensure that 16 and 17-year-olds become engaged in the 
process before other priorities become more distracting.  Research has shown that individuals who become 
civically engaged when they are teens are much more likely to become lifelong consistent voters than those who 
do not start to vote until older.  The proposed legislation is a common-sense response to the increased emphasis 
on encouraging civic education in the schools. 

Let NY Vote is a statewide coalition of grassroots groups and legacy organizations working together to 
modernize NY's voting laws. Our mission is to ensure that common-sense solutions are passed to protect and 
expand the freedom to vote for every eligible New Yorker.  Pre-registration of 16 and 17-year-olds is one of the 
Let NY Vote Coalition’s priority issues for the remaining portion of this legislative session and we urge 
members of the Elections Committee to support its passage . 

 

Please contact Susan Lerner, Common Cause/NY at (212) 691-6421  or DeNora Getachew, Generation 
Citizen, (917) 912-5471, with any questions. 


